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Socialist Moscow, collective farm life, and so on. In the summer
the art instructor goes out to seek the children. Tables and
chairs, with materials, including plasticine for modelling, are
set out in the park, and there he waits. Soon the curious come
along. Many will come only once, but the gifted child will come
frequently, and in the winter will join the club. By this method
numbers of children who wish to do so can paint, draw, or model,
and the talented ones have an opportunity to develop their
talent, thus enriching themselves and the community. In the
beginning of the autumn a report of the summer holiday is given
in the form of an exhibition.
The music section is equally popular. Here, too, talented
children are prepared for further serious study. They enter music
schools. Those children who show no particular musical talent,
but wish to learn for themselves, are given two years' tuition.
At the end of that time they are advised to give it up. In the
music section parents are encouraged and helped to buy the
instruments. Tuition is free everywhere. The younger children
are taught the national Russian instruments, which are found to
be very helpful later both for the piano and violin. The string
orchestra gave a very creditable performance. The wind orchestra
was in the experimental stage when I was there. It was found to
supply a very useful outlet for some of the energy of the less
disciplined children. There is a musical brigade which intends to
take up music professionally. The Conservatory of Music in
Moscow reserves places for the club's gifted children.
The dancing section was quite recent. The children are
extremely fond of dancing. The director sorrowfully told me, " If
we do not provide opportunities for other dancing, they will
dance jazz, and we do not think jazz is suitable for Europeans."
This view, by the way, was expressed to me by many directors of
educational institutions, and by the Director of the Prophy-
lactorium (home for prostitutes). (It is now out of date.) The
authorities are therefore providing facilities for national, rhyth-
mic, and plastic dancing. In summer they dance in the parks, in
the camps, or in the fields of a State or collective farm. A man